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Forum Eight
Interesting Events
	The lessons about the Atlantic slave trade were interesting to me since I realized how much Africans contributed to the economies of European countries and America, yet they still languish in poverty. It is only fair that Africa should be given the credit it deserves due to her contribution to the world economy between the 16th and 19th centuries. It is disheartening how African slaves worked in plantations in America to produce agricultural products such as rice and coffee that were transported to Europe. The slaves worked under harsh conditions and brutality that is not deserving of any human. The idea of the slave trade itself is inhumane and the lesson has made me realize that the American dream was achieved at the expense of the African-American population. The economic benefits that the trade brought to African were not significant enough to justify the injustices they suffered in the hands of the White men. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Secondly, I was fascinated with Immanual Kant’s ideology of enlightenment in the 1970s where he articulates that individuals have assigned the task of thinking to others. In this regard, they do not want to think for themselves as they believe that some personalities such as pastors and doctors can think better for them. I just realized that the enlightenment era was crucial to the growth of America Consequently, it brought about significant social and political impacts on the United States (US). The rights I am enjoying is due to a phase that America had to go through. The liberties have been overwhelming that Americans do not realize their importance anymore. From a liberal standpoint, I think that the enlightenment period was a major step in civilization since it recognized the will of the people. 







